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The Baton Rouge Irish Club Presents Baton Rouge`s Fourth Annual Bloomsday

June 16, 2008
The Baton Rouge Gallery
6:30 to 9:30

Come enjoy an evening of theatrical readings from James Joyce, the music of an Irish duo, and bagpipes. Dr. Pat Mcgee, the James Joyce scholar at LSU, will also do a presentation and overview of James Joyce. There will be toasts, raffles, food, Irish merriment, and great literary moments. Admission is free. Enjoy a bit of Ireland here in Baton Rouge!
For more information visit our website at www.brisrishclub.com 
or call 924-6437.
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Bloomsday is celebrated annually on June 16.

The day celebrates the life of the Irish writer James Joyce and commemorates the fictitious events in his novel Ulysses, all of which took place on a single day

in Dublin: June 16, 1904. The name Bloomsday is derived from Leopold Bloom, the name of the central character in the book.

  The day is commemorated by activities such as academic symposia, re-enactments and readings from Ulysses, pub crawling and general merriment. It is frequent to see enthusiasts dressed in Edwardian costume to celebrate the day. Joyce chose June 16 because he first went out with his wife-to-be, Nora  Barnacle, on that day.
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   The first celebration took place in 1954 and a major five month-long festival (ReJoyce Dublin 2004) took place in Dublin between April 1 and August 31, 2004. On the Sunday prior to the 100th anniversary of Bloomsday (2004) 10,000 people in Dublin were treated to a free open air breakfast on OConnell Street consisting of sausages, rashers, and black and white puddings.


(Press Release)
   This will be the fourth time the Baton Rouge Irish Club will present their Bloomsday celebration. The day celebrates the life of the Irish writer James Joyce and commemorates the fictitious events in his novel Ulysses, all of which took place on a single day in Dublin: June 16, 1904. The name Bloomsday is derived from Leopold Bloom, the name of the central character in the book.

   The day is commemorated by activities such as academic symposia, re-enactments and readings from Ulysses, pub crawling and general merriment. It is frequent to see enthusiasts dressed in Edwardian costume to celebrate the day. Joyce chose June 16 because he first went out with his wife-to-be, Nora Barnacle, on that day.

   The first celebration took place in 1954 and a major five month-long festival (ReJoyce Dublin 2004) took place in Dublin between April 1 and August 31, 2004. On the Sunday prior to the 100th anniversary of Bloomsday (2004) 10,000 people in Dublin were treated to a free open air breakfast on O’Connell Street consisting of sausages, rashers, and black and white puddings.
   The event will be held Monday June 16th at The Baton Rouge Gallery from 6:30 until 9:00. A reception with wine and hors d’ouvres will begin the evening as the bag piper pipes the guests into the gallery. Some wonderful raffle prizes and silent auction items will be available. Music will be provided by Kate Kane Laborde and Dr. Garret McCutchan, two well known musicians in Irish, Celtic, and international fare. Readings from James Joyce will be done by Helen Hoffpauir, Dr. Michael Katchmer, and Sally Lyons Wood.  Helen Hoffpauir has sung for years in the area and has a theater background as well. Mike Katchmer is a Latin professor at LSU and regular actor in theater. Sally Woods has been the harpist for the Baton Rouge Symphony and recently retired.  Dr. Pat Mcgee, the James Joyce scholar at LSU, will also do a presentation and overview of James Joyce. Our bagpiper is Will Brian from the Na Cait Dubh pipe band of the Celtic Society of Louisiana.
  There will be toasts, raffles, food and great literary and musical moments. Admission is free. Enjoy a bit of Ireland here in Baton Rouge! The day’s festivities will continue after the Gallery event live music and libations at The Red Star Bar on Laurel St. in downtown Baton Rouge.
For more information visit our website at www.brisrishclub.com 

or call 225-924-6437.





































