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Baton Rouge Gallery Features New Works from 

Four of its Artist Members during December Exhibition

EAST BATON ROUGE –  At 7 p.m. on December 7, Baton Rouge Gallery, a BREC facility, will host a “First Wednesday” Opening Reception to introduce the latest works by four of its artist members: Jenny Authement, Mary Lee Eggart, Eleanor Owen Kerr and Elizabeth Cherry Owen. 

During their exhibition, which runs November 27 – December 29, gallery visitors will be treated to Jenny Authement’s sculptural wooden relief carvings exploring a biblical parable from the Book of Matthew, Mary Lee Eggart’s intricate representations of the “whiteness” of egrets, Eleanor Owen Kerr’s black and white photographic look at the Mississippi River’s levee and Elizabeth Cherry Owen’s textiles which look at her own experiences as a Southerner who relocated to Maine seven years ago. The exhibition is free and open to the public for its duration, Tuesday – Sunday, noon to 6 p.m. at Baton Rouge Gallery (“BRG”) inside City Park (1515 Dalrymple Drive).

These featured artist members will also be on hand for a special ARTiculate Gallery Tour on Sunday, December 11 (4 p.m.). Here, the public will have the chance to hear directly from the artists themselves about the inspirations, techniques and processes behind the works featured in the gallery. As a part of BRG's Sundays@4 series, all ARTiculate Gallery Tours are free and open to the public.

Jenny Authement
'The Harvesters'

With her latest BRG exhibition, “The Harvesters,” Jenny Authement uses sculptural wooden relief carvings to explore the biblical parable of the weeds among the wheat as explained in the Book of Matthew: “The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels” (13:39). Inspired by Andrei Rublev’s 15th century painting, “Old Testament Trinity,” Authement depicts the angels described as patiently awaiting the harvest. As Authement describes, “It is with hope that we – the textured, worn but ripened wheat - will be included in the final harvest.”

A BRG artist member since 1996, Authement's installations and sculptures typically deal with the ephemera of the human body while exploring the juxtaposition of the elements of the natural world in conjunction with the essence of the individual. Authement has exhibited extensively throughout the United States including the Georgia Museum of Art, the Masur Museum of Art, New York’s Viridian Gallery, the Florida Museum of Art and the Contemporary Arts Center of New Orleans; and internationally, at the Palazzo Vagnotti in Cortona, Italy. Authement is presently an art instructor at Fletcher Technical Community College in Houma, LA.

Mary Lee Eggart
'White Bird'

With “White Bird,” Mary Lee Eggart shares her fascination with the white egret which began during her many commutes via bicycle to Louisiana State University, passing by the picturesque and bird-rich habitat of University Lake. Captivated by their elegance and the purity of their “whiteness” the egret remains Eggart’s favorite of all the avian species she has incorporated into her art. Since childhood, she has made pictures of nature and animals, feeling an affinity with the late medieval artists who portrayed accurate, carefully observed animals and simultaneously expressed through them a spiritual message. This series includes six drawings inspired by one particular egret who chose to fly into the artist’s front yard.
A Baton Rouge native and a BRG artist member since 1989, Mary Lee Eggart specializes in colored pencil and watercolor designs based on birds and other natural forms. Her work appears in the collections of the City of New Orleans, Baton Rouge’s Claiborne Building, the New Orleans Hilton Hotel and others. Eggart received both her Bachelor and Master of Fine Art degrees in Printmaking from LSU. She recently retired from her position as a research associate in cartographic design and scientific illustration, which she held for more than three decades at LSU. 
Eleanor Owen Kerr
‘On the Batture’

With “On the Batture,” Eleanor Owen Kerr’s sophomore BRG exhibition, the artist explores the beauty and mystery found just over the levee along the Mississippi. The project began with a stroll over the levee at a friend’s home, where Kerr was instantly seduced by the power of the river and the mystery of the interstitial space, the no-man’s land between it and the levee. As Kerr explains, “The river’s annual inhalations and exhalations create a landscape of compelling primal forces made all the more astonishing by its separation from towns, cars and concrete by a mere 100 foot ribbon of levee.” This black and white photographic exploration speaks simultaneously of ephemera and permanence, passages and sanctuary, reflections and revelations.
Several pieces from Kerr’s “On the Batture” series were recently acquired by the LSU Museum of Art for its permanent collection. A number of her photographs are also included in the collection of the U.S. State Department and currently hang in the U.S. embassy in Malaysia.

A BRG artist member since 2009, Eleanor Owen Kerr's photographs are her black and white pictorial response to the natural world. She is the recipient of three 2008 LUCIE International Photography Awards and a 2006 finalist in the Black and White Spider International Photography Awards. Her work is exhibited annually in galleries in New York, Baton Rouge and New Orleans, as well as in juried shows around the country. Her photographs were on view by invitation to the U.S. State Department’s ART loan program from 2006-2009 to the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, South Africa. In 2005, Eleanor completed a Professional Certificate in photography at Rockport College. She also studied privately with internationally renowned photographer, Paul Caponigro.
Elizabeth Cherry Owen
‘Recent Work’

With ‘Recent Work,’ Elizabeth Cherry Owen’s latest BRG exhibition, the artist continues to use textiles (both old and foreign), embroidery and found objects to tell personal stories in abstract, allusive ways. Much of the artist’s work tells of her own response to specific moments in her life or chronicles her own travels. Since moving to Maine seven years ago from her native Louisiana, Owen has grappled with her own sense of place, being a Southerner in New England. Her quilts reference her responses to everything from seasonal changes, the landscape and the people she comes in contact with. Her processes, most of which are hand-executed, provide the artist ample time for contemplation of these things and inspire such contemplation in the viewer.

A BRG artist member since 1989, Owen is instantly recognized by her unique brand of textile-making and her continued development towards a personal visual language stemming from her background in art history and interest in modernist painting. Owen continued her study of art after graduate school with course study at the Haystack Mountain School of Crafts in Deer Isle, Maine and the Arrowmont School of Arts and Crafts in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. Owen’s work has been exhibited throughout the contiguous United States and abroad, from California to the Czech Republic.

For more information on Baton Rouge Gallery, or this exhibition specifically, visit batonrougegallery.org or call 225.383.1470.

Baton Rouge Gallery, a BREC facility, is supported in part by funds from the Louisiana State Arts Council and the Louisiana Division of the Arts and the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge (through the Decentralized Arts Funding Program). The Gallery also receives support from the Community Fund for the Arts, WRKF, its Community Members and the late Paula Manship.
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Baton Rouge Gallery’s Sundays@4 Series Presents a Reading/Reenactment 

of Sam Irwin’s “Message in an Oyster Shell”
 
EAST BATON ROUGE – On Sunday, December 4, as part of its popular Sundays@4 series, Baton Rouge Gallery will host a reading by Baton Rouge-based author Sam Irwin, whose award-winning fiction has appeared in Dead Mule, the Spillway Review and in the Second Wind Publishing anthology titled “Love is on the Wind.” 

Irwin’s work featured in this anthology, “Message in an Oyster Shell,” will be read/reenacted for the December 4 event. As with all Sundays@4 events, this reading with writer Sam Irwin is free and open to the public and begins at 4 p.m.
The short story tells the story of a chance encounter between a spinster insurance agent from Natchez (“Marie”) and a bachelor Croatian oysterman (“Alen”) who lives in a fishing village at the mouth of the Mississippi River. At the center of the love-at-first-sight story is a simple handwritten message dredged out of an oyster bed. 
Actor and Abbeville, Louisiana native Ray Gaspard (who has worked in theatre and film since 1977 and is best-known for his lead roles as Tevye and Pseudolous in several Baton Rouge productions of “Fiddler on the Roof” and “A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum”) will read the role of the immigrant oysterman. 
Neena Kelfstrom, who reads Marie, has worked professionally as an actor, director and storyteller in Texas and Louisiana for nearly 20 years. She served as the Artistic and Executive Director for Playmakers of Baton Rouge, Inc from 1994-2003. She has also taught theatre as an adjunct professor at LSU, been a volunteer reader for Louisiana Voices: Audio Book Program for the Blind, taught drama in the Gifted and Talented program for the Zachary Community Schools and worked as a storyteller with the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities in the Prime Time for Reading Program. 

Neena holds a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre from McMurry University and a Master of Fine Arts in Theatre from Louisiana State University.  
Providing musical accompaniment, musician Terry Byars is an active member of the Baton Rouge music scene and has worked extensively with a host of theatre venues, including Baton Rouge Little Theatre, Playmakers, Of Moving Colors and Baton Rouge Ballet Theatre. He is currently an assistant professor of theatre at River Parishes Community College in Sorrento.

For more information on this unique Sundays@4 event, call Baton Rouge Gallery at 225.383.1470.

Baton Rouge Gallery, a BREC facility, is supported in part by funds from the Louisiana State Arts Council and the Louisiana Division of the Arts and the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge (through the Decentralized Arts Funding Program). The Gallery also receives support from the Community Fund for the Arts, WRKF, its Community Members and the late Paula Manship.
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Baton Rouge Gallery’s Sundays@4 Series Presents The Cangelosi Dance Project
EAST BATON ROUGE – On Sunday, December 18, as part of its popular Sundays@4 series, Baton Rouge Gallery will once again host the Performing Company of The Cangelosi Dance Project. 

The presentation will begin at 4 p.m. at Baton Rouge Gallery (“BRG”), located inside BREC’s historic City Park and – as with each Sundays@4 presentation – is free and open to the public.

With this event, the series spotlights an incredibly talented contemporary dance organization which adds to the rich tapestry of dance in Louisiana’s capital city. Its director, Kris Cangelosi, boasts a varied and impressive resume that includes professional choreographic works in six different countries and over a dozen U.S. states. According to Cangelosi, “My work is abstract, defined by vibrant and passionately moving drive that blends modern dance’s shaping and classical ballet’s exactness and lift.”
For more information about The Cangelosi Dance Project, contact Kris Cangelosi at 225.291.4587 or visit cangelosidanceproject.com.
For more information on Baton Rouge Gallery’s Sundays@4 series, call the gallery at 225.383.1470.
Baton Rouge Gallery, a BREC facility, is supported in part by funds from the Louisiana State Arts Council and the Louisiana Division of the Arts and the Arts Council of Greater Baton Rouge (through the Decentralized Arts Funding Program). The Gallery also receives support from the Community Fund for the Arts, WRKF, its Community Members and the late Paula Manship.
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